Allemande Left and Do-si-do:
Missouri Folk Arts Turns Corners With Rural Schools

by Lisa L. Higgins,
Director of Missouri Folk Arts Program

White (2005 Traditional Arts Apprenticeship master artist)
and six other musicians, including three local children.
The young dancers executed do-si-dos, allemandes and
the complicated grapevine twist as called by Steve Young.
To my surprise, many students even stayed on the dance
floor to waltz, though it was no surprise that most of them
stayed on the floor for the cakewalk.

Larry Ayers (standing), Howard W. Marshall and John White play
tunes for “Fiddler's Frolic” in Clarence, Mo., accompanied by local
school children. Photo by Deborah A. Bailey.

Thank you so much for the experience that you
gave us! I wasn't there on Monday so I don't
know what went on, but from what I heard, it
sounded like a load of fun! It must be awfully
hard to learn to play by ear!

—TJacie E., Shelbina Elementary School

The Missouri Folk Arts Program (MFAP) has produced
educational projects for school children for several years,
from traveling exhibitions to school performances. The
most long-lasting project is “Tuesdays at the Capitol.”
Since 1988, MFAP has partnered with the Department of
Natural Resources’ Missouri State Museum. Master and
apprentice artists who participate in the Traditional Arts
Apprenticeship Program (TAAP) perform and demonstrate
at venues in and around the Capitol. The primary audience
for Tuesdays is school children who tour the Capitol each
spring and fall, usually fourth and fifth graders who are
studying Missouri history, government and culture.
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square dancing, play the fiddle, make the
fiddle, or, the one I want to do the most,
play the guitar.

—Justin B., Shelbina Elementary School
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