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Richardson drove many rural highways, including this one near Clark, Mo., in Spring as we answer the questions "Where’s Thomas? Who

Randolph County, home of a vibrant Amish community that makes traditional did he meet and what did he eat today?” B
furniture, baskets, rugs, quilts, toys, and food for purchase by the general public.

Thomas Richardson and Folk Arts Specialist Debbie Bailey discussed fieldwork
equipment over lunch in the Folk Arts offices at Mizzou North. After lunch,
Richardson headed north along Highway 63.
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In early December 2017, Richardson made his initial visit
to Missouri, where he met with project partners and advisers in
and near this year’s target region—thirteen rural counties north
of Interstate 70, including Howard, Adair, Daviess, Saline,
and counties between. The highlighted counties historically
share geology, settlement patterns, and some traditions. Older
immigrants, for instance, hailed from Ireland and Germany,
while more recent immigrants arrived from countries including
El Salvador, Peru, and central Africa.

Richardson suspected that one introduction to the local Mexican community in
Sullivan County’s Milan, Mo., would be through foodways. He not only enjoyed
a traditional meal at Taqueria San Marcos but struck up conversation with
restaurateur Marcos Osorio about Latino traditions in the area. Richardson also
gave Osorio’s restaurant top marks—high praise from a food aficionado and
resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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